
greater than him? How can I accept Christ’s forgiveness but deny it to my 
own friend? 

Minneapolis mother Mary Johnson, who in 1993 lost her only son to 
gunfire, recalled years of hatred “eating her from the inside out.” In time she 
found forgiveness and even reconciliation for the perpetrator. She later built 
the organization “Death to Life” helping others who have lost children 
through homicide. Life can toss debris like a vicious tornado and Scripture 
says we will be judged by how we cope, which can be very scary—or won-
derful. 

Isaiah 65:17-25; Psalms 107:33-43, 108; Revelation 22:14-21 
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Sunday, November 14 
Luke 16:1-13 “He who is faithful with little is also faithful with much…” (v.10 
NASB) 

I once managed a large estate. It included nine acres and a 30,000 
square foot residence. I was responsible for the grounds, the home, the pool, 
the boiler rooms, the dogs, cars, event set-ups, etc. Prior to this I supervised 
the grounds of a 150-acre college campus so, while large, this home still felt 
within my scope. 

In time the owners passed away and a younger couple purchased the 
property. Soon there were architects, engineers, contractors, and eventually 
some 150 workers bused in daily as the estate took on a ten-year overhaul. I 
went from center stage to near oblivion as this army descended. My opinions 
became rarely sought and usually dismissed. Eventually, most of the work-
force knew nothing of my background or experience. I felt like a lord demoted 
to peasant. 

I often recalled today’s reading thinking, just shut up and do your 
work. I reasoned if my work could not speak for itself, nobody could. In time, 
the workforce left and I regained stewardship, but not without the unforgetta-
ble humility of learning to remain faithful in little. 

1 Chronicles 14:1-17; Psalms 66, 67; Acts 28:14b-23 
 
Monday, November 15 
1 Chronicles 15:1-29 Michal…saw David dancing and playing, and she des-
pised him in her heart. (v.29) 

Today recovery programs encourage addicts to make lists of those 
harmed and then forge direct restitution. David and Michal would have ben-
efited from such therapy. Having had to flee Saul David could have, never-
theless, remained faithful to his first wife Michal while he was in exile. In-
stead, he is heavy laden with new wives and concubines by the time Michal 
is “returned” to him. David knew how to repent before the Lord, but he never 
did so with Michal. And while Michal was not blameless herself, her resent-
ment in today’s reading is understandable. 

These are two worthy reminders. No matter how much I may suc-
ceed—or fail—in life, I need to be careful to restore anyone I may have 
wronged before I “let the sun go down,” as Paul put it. Many argue that 
Michal’s self-righteousness was her sin and bareness her penalty and that Da-
vid was honorable in bringing alms before the Lord. But, as Christ taught, if 
I am at odds with someone, I need to make restitution with them first, then 
bring my alms. 

Psalm 89:1-18; Revelation 20:7-15; Matthew 17:1-13 



 
Tuesday, November 16 
Revelation 21:1-8 …the fearful, the unbelieving, the sinful, the abominable, 
murders and those who commit adultery, magicians, idolaters, and all liars, 
their portion shall be in the lake that burns… (v.8) 

As Paul earlier alluded to, “fire itself will test the quality of each 
man’s work.” Today’s reading lists sinners expected to face this process at 
Judgment—among them adulterers and murders. Many translate, “their place 
shall be” [in this Lake of fire]. However, Green’s Greek Interlinear and Wyc-
liffe’s Bible read, the “portion of” them, and, the “part of” them, respectively. 

That a portion of a person’s life—that is sinful—is later purged by 
the smelter many would argue is a good thing. What’s beneficial remains. It 
would also be conducive to Paul’s analogy. Otherwise, today’s reading would 
damn Moses and David, both murderers themselves. 

I am an unqualified lay person commenting on Revelation. But it re-
minds me of the spoils of war. Fourteenth century Turco-Mongol conqueror 
Tamerlane built an empire at the cost of five percent of the world’s popula-
tion. But he also engaged his spoils bringing captured scholars and craftsman 
to build his capital of Samarkand, leaving remarkable architecture. If and 
when our souls are engaged may the gold within be great. 

1 Chronicles 16:7-36; Psalms 97, 99, 100; Matthew 17:14-21 
 
Wednesday, November 17 
Psalm 109 Let them that had a grudge…be clothed with shame. (v.29) 

Today’s reading illustrates how hard it is to pray for someone you 
hate. The psalmist starts off by saying he tries to love his enemies, then prays 
they be annihilated! He goes on to curse people who bear grudges! Hello? A 
wise elder once said, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” 

Modern enemies have also been hard to love. An estimated 30,000 to 
50,000 people were killed during Franco’s rule. Six million Jews are believed 
to have been killed during Hitler. And estimates are that Stalin was responsi-
ble for twenty million deaths. How on earth could I have prayed for such 
brutes? Besides, can a ruthless dictator even change? Well, research suggests 
Turkey’s Ataturk, South Africa’s FW DeKlerk, and Yugoslavia’s Tito are ex-
amples that they can. But what of today’s elusive terrorists? While the temp-
tation is to pray-hate them like the psalmist, others urge differently. Based on 
Christ’s command that we love our enemies, one website (atfp.org) invites 
readers to “adopt” a terrorist—by praying for their souls. 

1 Chronicles 20:1-8; Psalm 101; Revelation 21:9-21; Matthew 17:22-27 
 
Thursday, November 18 
Matthew 18:1-9 Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven? (v.1) 

When I asked a priest what he thought about the then-new Pope Fran-
cis, he admitted surprise. “Well, Jesuits aren’t supposed to aspire,” he noted. 

Perhaps that explains this Pope’s humility. In today’s reading it is telling that 
a group of mostly humble fishermen would soon find even themselves won-
dering who is going to be top brass in their increasingly popular rabbi’s king-
dom. 

Aware of the human nature to aspire, Christ’s redirect is stunning. 
His answer was like a concentrated universe explaining his sermons, his par-
ables, and his ministry. Everything of being a supremely evolved human adult 
reverts full circle to the humility of a child: “Unless you change and become 
like little children you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Pope Francis has reportedly declined the traditionally opulent papal 
apartment for the much less formal St. Martha’s House, he continues to use 
public transportation, and cooks his own meals. 

1 Chronicle 21:1-27; Psalm 105:1-22; Revelation 21:22—22:5 
 
Friday, November 19 
Psalm 102 He looked down from His holy height… (v.19) 

Reality show Undercover Boss explores the dynamics of company 
owners assuming entry level positions in their company, incognito. For the 
owner there are rewards and risks. Since they are disguised, they can discover 
whether workers are truly naughty or nice. But, will they also discover com-
pany shortcomings that are embarrassing or leave workers slighted? It is nor-
mally a learning experience for all involved. The great reveal at the end of the 
show is judgment day. Unawares, workers are called in one by one to discover 
who they were really training. They are rewarded—or punished—depending 
on their revealed behavior. 

I once heard a skeptic complain, “The earth is like a big tennis ball 
and God has just wacked it out of His court,” as if God hasn’t a care of what 
real people suffer. Perhaps He should send someone down to live a poor life, 
do physical labor, have to ride a donkey, be misunderstood and wrongfully 
hated then betrayed by his best friends, get beat up, whipped, spit on and left 
to die helplessly, slowly and alone—things like that. 

1 Chronicles 22:1-19; Revelation 22:6-13; Matthew 18:10-20 
 
Saturday, November 20 
Matthew 18:21-35 “Was it not right for you to have mercy on your fellow 
servant, just as I had mercy on you?” (v.33) 

I co-signed a loan once and was later stuck with it. Feeling betrayed, 
I devised clever ways to take out my revenge against my friend. But in the 
process, I felt myself slowly become an ugly person. Revenge is sweet until 
you begin to decay internally. Experts say forgiveness is less about condoning 
and more about letting go and saving yourself from emotional ruin. Plus, I am 
a believer. Since Christ forfeited revenge against me, how do I get off being 


