
Jesus also calls the man friend, such a personal and intimate reassur-
ance that he knows and cares for each of us personally. Often our healing may 
be stifled by unforgiveness of something we have not released to God for 
redemption. Here, the paralytic receives three precious gifts: the love of 
friends, the love and healing of God, and the forgiveness of sins. Wow. 

Daniel 6:1-15; Psalm 105:1-22; 2 John 1-13 
 
Saturday, April 24 
3 John 1-15 We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we 
may work together for the truth. (v.8) 

In this passage John is explaining the importance of hospitality as 
missionaries and traveling teachers were cared for on their journeys to spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Do you know people whose gift is hospitality? Their welcome is gen-
uine, and it seems so easy for them to receive friends, family, and sometimes 
even strangers into their homes at a moment’s notice. My parents had that 
gift, especially my father. When the door opened, he met folks with a smile, 
a hug, or a handshake, and before you could catch your breath, he was asking 
what liquid refreshment you preferred. I remember on several occasions, 
someone would arrive about dinner time and always, without exception, an-
other place was set at the table. Just as with the loaves and fishes, there was 
enough food for all. 

Genuine hospitality shows love and acceptance of others. It makes 
people feel welcomed and valued. It’s exactly what our Heavenly Father does 
for us. When I would anticipate a possible future visit back home, my dad’s 
response was, “Come when you can! The door is always open!” What a beau-
tiful example I’ve been given by my earthly and heavenly fathers. 

Daniel 6:16-28; Psalms 30, 32; Luke 5:27-39 
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Sunday, April 18 
John 21:15-25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were 
written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for 
the books that would be written. (v.25 NIV) 

I was struck by this passage, the last verse of John’s Gospel. Jesus’ 
teachings, lessons, miracles, and healings were so numerous that the Bible 
only gives us a glimpse of his ministry. He is limitless. There is so much we 
don’t know about God. There is no way to have a complete understanding, 
and that’s okay. It’s part of the mystery. 

In Jesus Calling, Sarah Young reminds us that God is a God of abun-
dance: “I will never run out of resources. My capacity to bless you is unlim-
ited.” That’s wonderful news, something we can trust and hold onto each and 
every day. When we’re empty, God’s love and provision are overflowing. 
Thanks be to God. 

Daniel 4:1-18; Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 Peter 4:7-11 
 
Monday, April 19 
Psalm 25 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. Turn to me and be gracious to 
me, for I am lonely and afflicted. The troubles of my heart have multiplied; 
free me from my anguish. (vv.1, 16-17) 

Sometimes it’s a long journey from offering up our prayers, our cries 
for mercy and help to God, to knowing that they were heard and giving Him 
thanks and praise. The important thing is knowing He hears our prayers, 
knowing He catches every tear we shed and holds them close. There is such 
joy and comfort upon such realization in one’s own life. 

I’ve been going through a cleaning, purging, and reorganization 
phase during recovery from knee replacement surgery that was compounded 
by the pandemic restrictions. Reviewing old photos and journals, finding 
keepsake letters, notes, and special cards, has been a journey through a life-
time, one that has been colored with wonderful times and some that were quite 
sad and painful. It’s been so obvious to me that the Lord has been my constant 
companion through it all. My heart is full as I give Him praise and glory for 
His constant love. 

Daniel 4:19-27; 1 John 3:19—4:6; Luke 4:14-30 
 
 



Tuesday, April 20 
1 John 4:7-21 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. (vv.7-8) 

This passage has a special meaning since it was chosen for me as part 
of my Cursillo experience many years ago. 

God is love. That sounds so simple yet it’s so profound. Love truly is 
the answer to virtually everything, to our relationships in families and com-
munity but also on a much broader scale. The times we’re living in are turbu-
lent: COVID-19 pandemic, police brutality by some unethical officers, riots, 
protests, anger, injustice, racial discord. How do we cope, how do we bring 
bitterly opposing sides together, how do we find peace? 

As my denomination’s wise Presiding Bishop Michael Curry repeats 
so often, the answer is through love, love that comes from God, love that is 
God. The supreme law of God is to love God with all your heart and to love 
your neighbor as yourself. When we see others through God’s eyes, we will 
love others, treat them with decency, compassion, and respect. We will stand 
together, bring our voices together, and join hands. Bishop Curry also reminds 
us that love is a choice, a daily choice we make. When we choose love, we 
become unselfish, putting others before ourselves. We see other people, all 
people, as children of God, created by Him just as we have been. If everyone 
would put the welfare of others first, then we would come together as brothers 
and sisters, as siblings. Thank you, Bishop Curry, for your continual reminder 
of who we are and Whose we are. 

Daniel 4:28-37; Psalms 26, 28; Luke 4:31-37 
 
Wednesday, April 21 
Luke 4:38-44 When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who 
had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed 
them. (v.40) 

The Healing Ministry at my church has provided a loving, warm, and 
safe family for me for over twenty years. Initially I entered with a broken 
spirit, a wounded and hurting heart, a frightened and fearful child of God. My 
long-term marriage crumbled and was heading to divorce. My hopes and 
dreams were gone. The color seemed to have drained from my life as the 
world appeared to offer only shades of black and white. It was a sad time, a 
hard time.  

Healing and curing are not the same. My intention was for God to 
cure my marriage, to bring it back from the grave and restore it to its previous 
state. Over several years God instead brought healing to me, body, mind, and 
spirit, and even to the relationship with my former husband. My marriage 
wasn’t “cured” but I was healed. The Lord wants us to be whole and He truly 
knows what’s best for us.  

Daniel 5:1-12; Psalm 38; 1 John 5:1-12 

 
Thursday, April 22 
Psalm 37:1-18 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him. (v.7) 

I live alone so there is ample time and opportunity for being still, for 
silence, but I find I often fill the house with sounds and voices from television 
and other technology. As with anything, it takes practice and patience to turn 
off all the outward stimuli so that we can calm our spirits, rest, and begin to 
hear the Lord speaking. 

The following poem by Dame Paul Fairlie, a Benedictine nun, beau-
tifully reflects the gift of silence with our Lord: 

In the ground of your being I have my home 
so do not seek me in the world apart. 

Within your spirit true communion lies. 
You are no homeless stranger in a land afar 

no alien in a foreign shore, for I am with you. 
Do but be still and know that I am God. 

I look upon the world with your dark eyes; 
I feel the flowing air on your cool cheek; 
I hear the twittering in the moving trees, 

for with your senses I perceive. 
I am with you, I am within you. 

So do not turn away but come to rest in me. 
Within you is our meeting place. 

But be still, and I will speak in silence 
to your loving, wayward heart. 

 
Daniel 5:13-30; 1 John 5:13-21; Luke 5:1-11 

 
Friday, April 23 
Luke 5:12-26 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are for-
given.” (v.20) 

This story of the paralytic brought to Jesus for healing highlights im-
portant lessons for me. Here is a man being brought by his friends to Jesus, 
but they could not get him close enough for the healing they so desperately 
wanted for him. Being undeterred, they took him to the roof top where an 
opening was made to lower him down in front of the Healer. What faith these 
friends had! We don’t know anything about the paralytic’s own faith, but we 
can appreciate the determination of his friends. In our healing service, we 
speak of bringing our concerns to God “on the stretchers of our prayers.” 
What an image. Haven’t you been lifted up and loved by others when you 
were too weak or wounded to ask for your own healing? I have and it’s beau-
tifully humbling. 


